The neurocognitive enhancement of surgeons: an ethical perspective.
Neurocognitive enhancement is a rapidly expanding scientific field. The vast ethical implications of this developing field for surgical practice have yet to be considered within the literature. This article outlines the reasons surgeons may, in the near future, consider using neurocognitive enhancement and addresses the resulting significant ethical implications of this. We do not seek to support or denounce the potential role of neurocognitive enhancement in surgeons, but to stimulate a debate, which, with ever-increasing levels of stimulant use in schools and colleges, and with a pharmaceutical industry driving the creation of new neuroactive products, has now become a necessity.